5th August 1992

Support Group Application Note

Issue: 2Y
Author: D J Bdll

g Acorn®

TERMINAL Application
Note

Applicable Related
Hardware : Application
BBC Master 128 Notes:

Copyright © Acorn Computers Limited 1992

Every effort hasbeenmadeto ensurethatthe informationin this leafletis true andcorrectat

thetime of printing. However,the productsdescribedn this leafletare subjectto continuous
developmenandimprovementsand Acorn Computerd.imited reserveshe right to change
its specificationsat any time. Acorn Computerd.imited cannotacceptliability for any loss
or damagearising from the use of any information or particularsin this leaflet. ACORN,

ECONET and ARCHIMEDES are trademarks of Acorn Computers Limited.

Support Group

Acorn Computers Limited
Acorn House

Vision Park

Histon

Cambridge CB4 4AE



Support Group Application Note No. 04%sue 2 5th August 1992

The TERMINAL softwarein the Master 128 machineis a "Language"ROM. It doesnot attemptto
emulateany specificterminalas such,but providesthe low level codenecessaryo enablethe machineto
respondto extendedcode sequencesentby a hostcomputer. the ISO 2022-1982internationalstandard
discusseshe useof thesetechniques.TerminalEmulationssuchasthe"VT 100" usethesetechniquesand
employarangeof "Escapesequencesdiscussedn ANSI X3.64. The TERMINAL implementamostof the
more useful"Escapesequencessothatthe hardwarecontrolledby TERMINAL canbehaveasan"ANSI"
terminal in a similar way to a VT100 terminal etc.

TERMINAL has aCommandmode and a Communicationsmode. In the Commandmode, specific
TERMINAL commandsareacceptedn additionto operatingsystemStarcommands.In Communications
mode, information is exchanged between the Host computer and the Master 128.

Sending Text

One typical use of TERMINAL is to sendtext messagedo a remote computer. Either the View
wordprocessor, or the Edit text editor can be used to create these messages:

VIEW: Textcreatedn View mustbe SPOOL'dto afiling systemprior to beingsentvia TERMINAL. It

is importantthatthefist line of textis blankie it effectivelyjust generates "Return”character.Whenthe
textis in RAM, afile is openedusingthe*SPOOL filenamecommand. The View "SCREEN"commands

thenusedto display thetext. Whilst beingdisplayedon the screenijt is alsoSPOOL'dto thefile previously
opened. Whenthe completefile hasbeendisplayed,the file canbe closedusingthe *SPOOL command
without a filename. The TERMINAL languageis now entered using *TERMINAL or suitable
abbreviation. Whenthe "=" promptis displayedin commandmode,the *EXEC filename commandis

issued. The redundantembeddeccommandsn the SPOOL'dfile will at first be displayedin command
modeandwill beignored. Whenthefirst blankline ie a Returncharacteis encounteredthe TERMINAL

will be switchedinto Communicationsmode and the text file will be sentto the hostcomputer. When
complete, CTRL + f1 will return the TERMINAL to command mode if required.

NB. You candemonstratehe sendingof text without a hostbeingpresentoy switching TERMINAL into
Local mode prior to sending the file. this is carried out by pressing CTRL +f8.

EDIT: Thereis no needto carryoutthe SPOOLingoperationwith EDIT, asthetextfile will automatically
be in a suitableASCII form. After ensuringthat the text beginswith a blank line to generatehe Return
characteran EDIT file is SAVE'd usingf3 whilst in EDIT. Whenin TERMINAL, thefile is *EXEC'd as
for View.
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